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Correspondence from Germany 

(By Matheus Hantschko) 

 

Post 107 near Spremberg. Lower Lusatia 

November 25, 1914 

 

Dear Volksblatt Readers in distant Texas! 

  I received three newspapers today from 

Giddings, Texas, at once, as mail service is 

irregular since war began. In the No. 51 

issue of the “Giddings Deutsches 

Volksblatt” I read correspondence out of 

Winchester, Texas from my friend E. 

Karisch and will gladly report something 

from Slamen and Spremberg; I have 

enough time and small change to buy 

stamps. I was of the mind that nothing was 

going to happen because of the convoluted 

world war. The factory at Williamstal has 

been converted into a military hospital; 

about 180 wounded came here and some 

have died and were buried with military 

honors since we have one battalion of the 

52nd Infantry regiment stationed in 

Spremberg. I had the occasion to speak 

with 6 of the wounded at the annual fair on 

November 3. I prompted them to drink a 

glass of beer with me and, over beer and a 

cigar, these men told me as much as I 

wanted to hear, about their experiences. To 

write down the total discussion would be 

too lengthy: one had been wounded in a 

street fight in Loewen, Belgium and the 

others in France, near Verdun.  

 The military gunnery range is still 

located in the Kuten on the Spree.  

 We have not had a severe winter until 

now, only strong frost without snow,  

 In the hope that this letter will arrive in 

Giddings I will close with greetings for E. 

Karisch and all readers of the Blatt, and 

remain            

   The Railroader  
 

Translated by John Buerfeind 
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